
































	BETTY MAHER
	From an early age I always had a pencil in my hand & loved to draw, especially horses. Clydesdales in particular have been the subject of many works.
	I have worked over the years in oils, acrylics and pencil, but pastel is my prefered medium for the wonderful effects that it can achieve. I aim to capture the atmosphere and the essence of the subject that I am working on.
	In 2008 I was lucky enough to have my first solo exhibition at Willvia Garden Cafe, which was successful and gave me such a thrill to have my work on display. Since then I have been very fortunate to have won awards for my work in art shows that I exhibited in.
	For many years I have been a member of the Glenroy Art Group and the Plenty Valley Art Group. In 1990 I was a founding member of the Craigieburn Art Group. I also have held afternoon art classes at Selwyn Community House in Craigieburn, where I hope I have helped students to see the world in a different way through their artwork. It was very rewarding to see how they improved their work over time.

	GHASSAN FATOOHI
	Multidisciplinary visual artist and sculptor whose evocative practice explores the deep intersections of cultural heritage, community presence, and spiritual storytelling.
	Ghassan discovered his creative calling through a lifelong dedication to form and colour. Moving across diverse landscapes, he has woven his rich heritage into the Australian art scene, establishing a prominent creative lens that beautifully connects traditional themes with public spaces.
	Ghassan works across a tactile spectrum, skillfully fusing the layered depth of oil and acrylic painting with the physical presence of sculpture. His practice thrives on public and spiritual engagement: balancing civic showcases, such as exhibiting at Parliament House, with monumental commissions like painting the Macedonian Church wall on Victoria Street and creating a religious icon for Kolbe Catholic College. Through this deliberate dialogue of faith and physical scale, he constructs visually striking narratives that bridge communities.
	Ghassan’s work stands as a celebrated testament to artistic excellence and cross-cultural connection. A pioneering participant in the Pear Festival and an award-winning artist, earning first prize at the Brotherhood of St. Laurence exhibition and second prize at the Arabic Welfare awards. He continues to transform raw elements into profound stories of human experience.

	SAHAR NAMIQ
	Mixed-media visual artist whose evocative work explores the intersections of memory, cultural heritage, and geographical transition.
	Born and raised in Baghdad a city steeped in deep historical and architectural layers Sahar discovered her passion for the arts in childhood, a lifelong calling that has traveled with her across continents.
	The cross-cultural trajectory deeply informs her creative lens, allowing her to weave the textures of diverse landscapes and cultural environments into her practice.
	Sahar works across a tactile spectrum of materials, skillfully fusing wood, fabric, metals, and glass. Her practice thrives on contrast: balancing the organic warmth of timber and the soft, fluid intimacy of textiles against the rigid, reflective qualities of industrial metals and glass. Through this deliberate dialogue of materials, she constructs dimensional, visually striking narratives that bridge the past and the present, the tactile and the ethereal.
	Sahar’s work stands as a testament to resilience, identity, and the fluid concept of belonging, transforming raw elements into profound stories of human experience.

	FRED TOUMAYAN
	Master fine artist, graphic designer, and calligrapher whose distinguished five-decade career bridges traditional Eastern aesthetics with contemporary Western design.
	Born and raised in Aleppo, Fred discovered his passion for form and letters early in life, embarking on a creative calling that has traveled across borders. Moving from the commercial art & media landscapes of Syria, Lebanon, and Kuwait, he ultimately brought his rich heritage to Melbourne, Australia, weaving a cross-cultural trajectory deeply into his practice.
	Fred works across a diverse visual spectrum, blending the precise architecture of professional calligraphy and graphic design with the fluid expression of fine art. His extensive background, ranging from hand-painting large-scale cinematic posters & designing leading Gulf publications to operating his own advertising studio—thrives on structural harmony. Through this deliberate dialogue of ink and letterforms, he constructs visually striking narratives that connect tradition with modern execution.
	Today, Fred’s practice stands as a testament to cultural preservation, visual storytelling, and lifelong dedication to craftsmanship. Having showcased his work in prominent global exhibitions including Victorian Artists Society, he continues to create full-time from his Melbourne studio, transforming heritage into profound stories of human connection.

	BASMA B. YASIR
	Iraqi architect and visual artist whose evocative practice seamlessly explores the intersections of structural design, cultural heritage, and creative expression.
	Born and raised in Mosul, a city rich in history, Basma discovered her passion for creation early in life through her studies in Architectural Engineering. This technical foundation deeply shaped her unique appreciation for design, instilling a lifelong focus on the profound relationship between form, function, and aesthetic harmony.
	Basma works across a compelling creative spectrum, skillfully fusing the structural precision of architecture with the fluid, expressive freedom of the visual arts. Her practice thrives on the interplay of mediums, balancing the calculated lines of engineering with her deep interest in painting, drawing, and traditional calligraphy. Through this deliberate dialogue of technical discipline and fine art, she constructs visually striking narratives that bridge traditional forms with modern execution.
	Basma’s work stands as a powerful testament to identity, cultural continuity, and personal experience. By continually exploring innovative ways to combine spatial design with meaningful calligraphic forms, she transforms raw creative concepts into profound stories of human experience.

	WIJDAN KANAFANI
	Contemporary visual artist and author whose extraordinary career captures the deep intersections of historical documentation, human resilience, and vibrant fine art.
	Born in Damascus, Syria, Wijdan discovered her true calling by using visual mediums as a mirror for the soul. Moving from an early career in education and cultural journalism for Syrian Television, she transitioned into a 25-year career in photography, becoming the first to introduce colour photographic printing labs to Syria and collaborating closely with various UN humanitarian organisations.
	Wijdan’s practice thrives on a profound dialogue between historical witness and emotional expression. Between 1970 and 1991, she dedicated herself to documenting the Eritrean liberation struggle and the raw realities of refugee life, compiling historic photographic archives exhibited across Syria, Iraq, Egypt, and Italy to support their path to independence. After migrating to Australia, studied Visual Arts at university graduating in 2022 at the age of eighty-two.
	Wijdan operates with absolute creative freedom, refusing boundaries to paint stories of love, hope, and resilience. Translating complex memories and deep literary prose into striking, high-contrast pigments, her large-scale canvases project a powerful sense of joy, inviting the viewer to experience the enduring beauty of life through bold, life-affirming color.

	RHONDA MCGUINESS
	Mixed-media visual artist whose evocative mosaic and fine art practice explores the intersections of history, nature, and traditional craftsmanship.
	Born and raised in Barham, a historic border town on the Murray River, Rhonda discovered a lifelong calling for creativity through her early focus on textile design and manufacturing. Her journey eventually led her to Craigieburn, where her deep-rooted appreciation for literature, nature, and heritage continued to deeply inform her evolving creative lens.
	Rhonda works across a tactile spectrum of materials, fusing intricate mosaic art forms with drawing, painting, and sculpture. Her practice thrives on technical discipline, shaped by years of study under master artists and formal training at legendary mosaic schools in Spilimbergo and Ravenna, Italy. Through a deliberate dialogue of hand-cut materials, rich textures, and classical Roman techniques, she constructs dimensional, visually striking narratives that bridge ancient traditions with modern execution.
	Rhonda’s work stands as a testament to lifelong learning, identity, and dedication to the visual arts. An active member of the Mosaic Association of Australia and New Zealand and the Craigieburn Art Group, she regularly shares her unique stories of human experience through prominent exhibitions across Melbourne, regional Victoria, and contemporary galleries.

	MARYNA TITOVA
	Strategic visual innovator, architect, and industrial print specialist whose two-decade career seamlessly bridges creative concept design with complex physical engineering and artificial intelligence.
	Trained in Ukraine as an architect and fine artist, Maryna built and managed a highly successful advertising and manufacturing enterprise. Mastering diverse fabrication methodologies in the print & signage sectors, she relocated to Melbourne in 2022, and rapidly integrated into the local market, mastering complex production workflows and earning recognition in the prestigious Australian Printer "Women in Print" feature.
	Maryna works across a sophisticated technical spectrum, combining structural engineering, wide-format digital printing, and advanced digital tools. Her practice thrives on holistic systems thinking: balancing strict aesthetic demands of colour accuracy with the rigid realities of metal fabrication and industrial manufacturing. Through this deliberate dialogue between physical materials and digital intelligence, she translates complex visual thinking into tangible, functional outcomes.
	Today, Maryna operates as an innovative entrepreneur in Victoria, spearheading Artivisual AI to deploy specialised AI solutions tailored for the visual marketing sector. By embedding 20 years of expertise into smart digital workflows, her practice stands as a testament to operational resilience, transforming the future of the visual communications industry.

	SUHA YONAN
	Contemporary artist & architectural designer whose evocative practice operates at the intersection of rigorous spatial discipline and fluid, expressive fine art.
	Born in Iraq and now based in Melbourne, Suha discovered a unique creative lens by anchoring her work in her architectural engineering background. This technical foundation instills a profound appreciation for design, structure, and the relationship between physical form and emotional space, a lifelong trajectory that informs every composition.
	Suha works across a compelling visual spectrum, seamlessly fusing drafting principles and geometric frameworks with the unpredictable freedom of watercolour. Her practice thrives on contrast: balancing the calculated precision of architectural boundaries against the soft, bleeding intimacy of water-based pigments. Through this deliberate dialogue of materials and structure, she constructs dimensional, visually striking narratives that bridge ancient histories with modern execution.
	Suha’s work stands as a powerful testament to identity, displaced memory, and cultural continuity. By transforming raw elements and structural motifs into organic shapes, she dissolves rigid boundaries to translate complex ancestral roots into profound stories of human experience.

	NABAHED ISHO
	Contemporary visual artist from Iraq whose evocative practice seamlessly explores the deep intersections of identity, memory, and profound human emotion.
	Nabahed discovered her passion for the visual arts through a commitment to continuous storytelling. This dedication allows her to weave the textures of diverse personal and cultural landscapes into her practice, capturing complex emotional trajectories that cross borders.
	Nabahed works across a versatile artistic spectrum, skillfully fusing the raw, tactile depth of charcoal drawing with the vivid, layered expression of acrylic and oil painting. Her practice thrives on contrast: balancing the precise, deliberate details of realism against the spontaneous, fluid energy of contemporary fine art. Through this deliberate dialogue of materials and textures, she constructs visually striking narratives that bridge traditional techniques with modern execution.
	Nabahed’s work stands as a powerful testament to creative resilience and aesthetic exploration. Having showcased her diverse body of work in numerous group exhibitions, she continues to challenge the boundaries of visual storytelling, transforming raw elements into immersive experiences that invite deep reflection.

	MARIE AFRAM
	Visual artist and painter whose evocative practice explores the deep intersections of cultural heritage, personal memory, and emotional storytelling.
	Born in Syria, based in Victoria, Australia, Marie discovered her lifelong calling for visual expression through a deep connection to her roots. Moving across different cultural landscapes, she formalised her practice by studying Visual Arts at NMIT in Preston, a foundation that deeply shaped her creative lens and instilled a structured appreciation for form and composition.
	Marie works across a versatile painterly spectrum, skillfully fusing personal experiences with rich cultural motifs. Her practice thrives on a delicate balance between fine art and community engagement: translating complex emotional landscapes and ancestral histories into tangible, striking canvases. Through this deliberate dialogue of color, texture, and visual narrative, she constructs compelling stories that bridge her heritage with her contemporary Australian environment.
	Marie’s work stands as a powerful testament to creative resilience, identity, and shared human experience. Highly regarded for her ongoing commitment to cultural storytelling, she has showcased her diverse body of work across several solo exhibitions and received prestigious recognition through various community arts programs and awards.


